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Hon. Commissioner of Patents ' 
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Attached is a PTO- 1449 form listing the enclosed documents. r . ,Li 

The listed documents were cited in the attached European Search Report^ssued in a 
counterpart European application. 

The Rule 17(p) official fee required by Rule 97(c) in lieu of certification is filed 
herewith. Should that fee be missing or inadequate, please charge the deficiency to our 
Deposit Account No. 03-3975, under Order No. 81468/284123 for which purpose this paper 
is submitted in duplicate. 

U.S. Patent Nos. 4,654,571 and 4,993, 696 and EP 1 018 669 are already of record 
and have been considered and initialed by the Examiner on December 20, 2002. Thus, copies 
of these patents are no longer being provided herewith. 

Should a Final Rejection or Notice of Allowance have been issued on the same day or 
before the filing date of this Information Disclosure Statement, please consider this a Petition 
under Rule 97(d)(ii), charge the petition fee to our Deposit Account No. 03-3975 under Order 
No. 81468/284123 and proceed to consider this Information Disclosure Statement under 
Rule 97(d). 
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This Information Disclosure Statement is intended to be in full compliance with the 
rules, but should the Examiner find any part of its required content to have been omitted, 
prompt notice to that effect is earnestly solicited, along with additional time under Rule 97(f), 
to enable Applicants to comply fully. 

Consideration of the foregoing and enclosures plus the return of a copy of the PTO- 
1449 form filed herewith with the Examiner's initials in the left column per MPEP § 609 
along with an early action on the merits are earnestly solicited. 
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